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Welcome to Passages
International Conference
at Politecnico di Milano,
Department of Architecture
and Urban Studies.

Passages aims to investigate notions of space
for mobility in contemporary architectural
discourses. How architectural design can
contribute to reimagining spaces to overcome
functionalist engineering limitations, also
considering the ecological, climate and social
Impacts of mobility spaces as something more
than mere built objects?

This conference aims to unveil the potential
of architectural design and research tools
to enrich unconventional discussions about
mobility in urban and periurban contexts,
its spatial configurations and experiential
qualities. Although mobility is intended as

a framework, the discourse will focus on
the spaces above, below, in-between, and
to the sides of the ordinary boundaries of
architectures of flow, as well as on the spaces
of new forms of movement.

Raffaella Cavallaro
Nicolo Chierichetti

Politecnico di Milano
September 2025
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Wednesday, September 24", 2025

13.00 - 14.00
Welcome Coffee and Registration

14.00 - 14.30
Greetings and Introduction

Introduction by Raffaella Cavallaro and Nicolo Chierichetti - Curators

Massimo Bricocoli - Head of DAStU Department

Sara Protasoni - Head of AUID PhD Program

Giuseppe Quaranta - Coordinator of Spoke1-WP1 - National Center for Sustainable Mobility

Valeria Fedeli - Scientific Director CRAFT

14.30 - 15.30
Keynote Lecture

Holy Highway - Keynote Lecture by Gilles Delalex (Studio Muoto, FR)

15.30
Short break

15.50 - 18.20
Conference Sessions

Intersection: Over, Under, Architecture

Collateral: Mobility and the CityScape


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5f779407-84b2-4b0c-8eec-cff09d4f2aeb@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5df19d6b-2645-46d3-9084-4f1f9aa6cd31@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/02a1644f-ccf9-4256-9af2-6f80c81cc9ae@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2c78dab2-afff-4bf7-be89-1a8ee20e89fd@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb

Introduction by Chiara Nifosi - Session Chair
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RAILWAY INFRASTRUCTURE [LIMINAL]SCAPE
Architectural Reinterpretation of the Edge as an Opportunity for Urban
and Environmental Regeneration

(IN)ACCESSIBLE PASSAGES: INCLUSIVE STRATEGIES FOR POST-RAILWAY MOBILITY
SPACES IN SMALL TOWNS

Analysing spatial, social and informational exclusion caused by the railway infrastructure
decline in local context

ANCONA STATION TO BE
The relocation of the Adriatic railway as an opportunity for urban regeneration

MOBILITY AS SPATIAL AGENCY
Informal Practices in Chongging’s BaiXiangJu

FROM IDLE TO CONNECTED
Reimagining Industrial Heritage within Mobility in Izmir

ON SPEED AND RESONANCE
Rethinking Public Space in the Age of Acceleration

TRANSPORT STATION, MARKET AND URBAN VITALITY
Popular commerce and public space in Brazil's stations

SHARED STREETSCAPES: RETHINKING THE STREET THROUGH GROUND DESIGN
Balancing mobility, ecology, and social life within the limited surfaces of the contemporary street

STREETS / OASES
A new vision of the Streets as Public Spaces

Q&A and Discussion



Introduction by Fabio Lepratto - Session Chair

01 TWO TERMINALS, TWO THEORIES
A Theoretical Dialogue between Hara and Koolhaas
02 FROM THE SURFACE TO THE UNDERGROUND
Towards future interstitial public spaces. Case study of three Grand Paris Express stations
03 THE HIDDEN VIRTUES OF CAR PARKS
Analysis of four car parks to highlight the singularities and common principles of spaces
reserved for automobiles
04 THE NON-PLACE: MODERNIST PASSAGES IN THE POST-SOCIALIST CONTEXT
Reflections on Modernist Urban Design in the Post Socialist Context of Belgrade, Serbia
05 THE PALESTINIAN TRANSPORTATION HUB AS TRAP
Beyond Liberation Theory in Palestinian Spatial Practice
06 BEYOND MOBILITY INFRASTRUCTURE
Two examples of authorial metro stations as spaces of urban transformation
07 PAUSING IN TRANSIT
Reimagining Leslie Green’s Underground as Urban Interface
08 GIULIO DE LUCA’S PORTA NOLANA TERMINAL STATION
An Infrastructure for Public Living
Q&A and Discussion
18.20 - 18.30

Closing Remarks



Thursday
September 25"

DAY |



Thursday, September 25", 2025

08.30
Welcome Coffee

09.15-10.15
Keynote Lecture

Time and the City. How mobility shape society. - Keynote Lecture by Mads
Birgens (Studio COBE, DK)

10.15-10.30
Short break

10.30-13.00
Conference Sessions

Collateral: Landscape of Re-Invention

Evolution: Unfolding new Mobilities


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/a029e017-6302-47cb-8357-b8fb14f11f7d@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b28f4054-9742-4823-be31-6b79310ecf24@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/bd2fad7e-db9b-4e69-b14d-9bbfa8c7826d@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb

Introduction by Giulia Setti - Session Chair
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THE POTENTIAL REVOLUTION OF AUTONOMOUS DRIVING FOR
URBAN REGENERATION
Architectural and landscape issues for the sustainable transition of cities

WALKING IN THE CITY AS KNOWLEDGE AND APPROPRIATION
The old roads of Lisbon

FROM GROUND TO AIR
Exploring Design Strategies for the Future of Vertiport Integration

MOBILITY CORRIDORS AS INTERFACES BETWEEN MOVEMENT AND PLACE
Reimagining the Somes River Project through social-spatial design

ELEVATING URBAN MOBILITY
Drones, air corridors and mobile nodes for the extended and sustainable city of the future

THE CONSTRUCTED VOID
Boavista's Railway Block Reimagined through Excavation and Suspension

IN THE PUZZLE OF MOBILITY INNOVATION, THE DESIGN IS THE SWINGING FACTOR
Two failed stories, Bresso and Rotterdam-The Hague Airports, as track to proof architectural and
urban design role in innovative mobility projects

LOGISTICS AND TERRITORY ALONG SS434 HIGHWAY
How can logistics coexist with territories in rural areas?

FROM AN URBAN RAIL FRINGE TO A CENTRALITY FOR A VELOTERRITORY
Park Belle Vue in Leuven: transformation of the margins of the railway station into a local and
interurban cycling hotspot

Q&A and Discussion



Introduction by Andrea Oldani - Session Chair

01 DWELLING THE PLACES OF CROSSING
Exploring Collateral Spatialities around Pedestrian Bridges in Periurban River Landscapes
02 OPEN ATLAS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH INFRASTRUCTURE
Tensions between infrastructures and architectures in Europe’s sedimented city
03 PORT INFRASTRUCTURE AS AN ACTIVE TERRITORIAL THRESHOLD
The example of the Maasvlakte Il terminal, Rotterdam, NL
04 BETWEEN SPATIAL ADAPTATIONS AND BROKEN PATHS
Examining Postcolonial Modifications and Fragmentations of Five-footways in the Historical City
of George Town, Penang
05 PAESAGGI - PASSAGGI
Slow mobility narrating (water) landscapes
06 THE CITY OF ROOMS
Reimagining Urban Infrastructures through Room-Based Spatial Design
07 VAL BISAGNO LEVEL ZERO
Rethinking public space through the street
08 LANDSCAPE OF WASTELANDS
Preserving the undefined margins of infrastructure in Madrid Nuevo Norte
09 THRESHOLD ARCHITECTURES: GAUSHALAS AND INFRASTRUCTURAL AFTERLIFE
Collateral spaces of care and containment for nonhuman life
Q&A and Discussion
13.00 - 14.00

Lunch break

11



14.00 - 15.00
Keynote Lecture

Birnham Wood Systemic Approach for Metropolitan Green - Keynote Lecture
by Adriaan Geuze (West8, NL)

15.00 - 15.30
Short Coffee break

15.30 - 18.00
Conference Sessions

Evolution: Between Utopia and History

Intersection: Spaces of Transition


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/da448e08-9a30-4f78-8d85-ace32e13a16a@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/40027f30-40a6-4dd1-82c2-856e3b50d899@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/c82eee1a-9dd3-4cce-abf0-1aae28ca9652@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
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Introduction by Leonardo Zuccaro Marchi - Session Chair
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3.9.1967
The day Sweden switched sides of the road

ALTERNATIVE URBAN FORMS: THE CHARACTER OF SUPERIMPOSITION
IN URBAN CONTEXTS
The Role of Mobility in suspended patterns

ALPTRANSIT TICINO
The design of an infrastructure as a vision for a territorial city

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE ROAD AHEAD
A Utopian View of Personal Transportation

TANGE AS A TOOL FOR TABULA RASA
The relevance of the Plan for Tokyo 1960 through the urban research of Rem Koolhaas

CIRCULAR UTOPIA
Cinematic Vision for the Stretto di Messina by Perugini and de Plaisant (1969)

ACTOR-NETWORKS OF ACTIVE MOBILITY IN GERMAN RIVERFRONT
REDEVELOPMENTS
Active Mobility Dynamics in HafenCity, Neckarbogen, and 3Land Projects

THE INVENTION OF THE CARSCAPE
A historical analysis of early car-centric architectural visions and their materialization
throughout the 20th century

VILLA NAUTILIUS
A comical allegory about architecture

Q&A and Discussion



Introduction by Francesca Zanotto - Session Chair
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URBAN AFFORDANCES AND RESTORATIVE JOURNEYS: RETHINKING YOUTH

MOBILITIES BEYOND FUNCTION
Exploring how affordance-based and restorative design can support youth wellbeing
and embodied commuting practices

THE SAN CRISTOFORO CYCLING-PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE IN MILAN
A walkscape that mends an urban fringe, resting on the shoulders of giants

OLD INFRASTRUCTURES, NEW COMMONS
The cases of three Obsolete Train Stations in Thisted, Denmark

THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN FORM
A Case Study of Bucharest North Railway Station

LACOS URBANOS // URBAN CONNECTIONS
Regeneration Strategies: The Case Study of Sao Paulo

CAPSULES OF MOBILITY: URBAN ENCLAVES AND THE ARCHITECTURE
OF INFRASTRUCTURAL
CLOSURE

A critical reading of De Cauter, Smets, and Shannon on the enclosure, opening, and integration of
infrastructure

THE ARTICULATION OF THRESHOLD
A possible Character of passage

URBAN MENDING ABOVE THE TRACKS
Air rights as an architectural tool for new urban opportunities

Q&A and Discussion

18.00 - 18.15 20.00
Closing Remarks Social Dinner

15
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Friday, September 26", 2025

9.15
Welcome Coffee

10.15-11.45
Roundtable “Comparing Forms and Spaces of Contemporary Mobility”

Moderated by
Alessandro Rocca - Politecnico di Milano (DAStU)

with

Alfonso Femia - Atelier(s) Alfonso Femia

Sara Favargiotti - Universita di Trento (DICAM)

Beatrice Moretti - Universita degli Studi di Genova (DAD)
11.45-12.00

Short Break

12.00 - 12.45
Session Chairs Closing

12.45-13.00
Conference Closing Remarks

14:30
Guided visit to ‘TRIENNALE DI MILANO’ Archives

17


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/fb148ace-6092-4200-a7d1-641de2927813@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/36f795de-dab1-42d8-b74c-693f82981ea4@0a17712b-6df3-425d-808e-309df28a5eeb
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Location and Spaces

POLITECNICO MILANO 1863
CAMPUS LEONARDO

BUILDING 13 ‘TRIFOGLIO’

Conference Room

Welcome and Registration

Keynote Lectures

Collateral: Mobility and the Cityscape
Evolution: Unfolding new Mobility
Intersection: Spaces of Transition

Workshops / Roundtables
Closing Remarks

BUILDING 11B “CRAFT’
CRAFT Spaces

Collateral: Landscape of Re-Invention
Evolution: Between Utopia and History

BUILDING 5 “CASSINIS’

De Donato Room

Intersection: Over, Under, Architecture

Passages




